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COUNT TOTTLEBEN, OR THE RUSSIAN 
TRAVELLEIl. 

SiR—The following story is taken from a fcmp hook, 
probably made up GFty years ago, where I found it. I 
send it to the Penny Journal, as the story is a good one, 
and said to be authentic, J, G. 

Count Tottleben, so celebrated in the history of QiiX' 
(iiany, for his numerous adventures, and the strange vicis- 
situdes of his fortune, was once, while a general in the 
Russian service, on a journey from Warsaw to Peteri- 
burgh, traveningjn ali^dit open chaise, accompanied by a 
single servant, he was one day overtaken by a violent 
storm in tlie province of Livomaj twelve or fifteen miles 
from the town where he intended to pass the night. The 
season was cold, the evening advanced, and he was him- 
leffwetto the skin,' the day had been dreary, and the 
evening was ^tlarkly setting in, and the rain contribut- 
ing to render it still darker, . A decent^Vooking public- 
liouse, that stood detached by the road side, very oppor- 
tunely presented itself to our traveller. Hq alighted and 
entered, resolving to set out so much earlier the next 
morhing. Tlie'people of the house seemed very atten- 
tive and obliging. Jig was shown into a room, up stairs, 
that was clean and nevit; and was proraisecl a good sup- 
per. In short, to ttl ebon had every reason to be satisiied 
with his accommodations. Accustomed from his youth 
to a wandering life, he used, when in houses of public en- 
ter tairiment;, to pass very little time in his own apart- 
meni, but tp aijjociate with the other guests in the public 
rdoni. There be entered into conversation with every 
one, whether a forei;;ner or a native ; was affable, and even 
humourous ; knew how to give and take a joke ; told 
stories, and listened to those of others,* and to this social 
disposition, he joined prepossessing manners, and a figure 
distinguished for maniy beauty. He seldom *met with a 
man who was not pleased with his company, and still less a 
woman. He rarely indeed met with a female who was not at 
least secretly interested in his welfare. On the 
present occasion he adhered to his usualv custom, and 
he passed an hour or more below in the tap-room.— 
He convertjed with the host, who had formerly been 
in the military service ; and still moi'e with the host- 
ess, a young, and extremely pretty woman, but now in 
the family way. He offered to stand god-father for her 
iirst-born, jocosely enquiring how her husband behaved 
to her. During this conversation a yonng servant-maid 
wasfrequently backward arid fi:>rward in the saine room.— 
TiTe count niighr. poissibiy hot liave observed her, butshe 
had taken much notice of him : hishundsome figure— the 
Tivacity of his conversation, and even the foreign uniform 
is'hich he wore, delighted her. She could have listened 
to hinr for ;a:d<i.y together, but would h'>ve been stjll better 
pleased to 'converse with himsalf. She was, besides, ac- 
quainted with a subject that very neariiy concerned him, 
of which it was necessary that hte' shouM soon be informed, 
fritlierwise it would be too 'Me- His ighoi^nce, his st-cnrity 
afifiicted her ; at the same tinie her interference was likely 
to cost her dear : nevertheless, as often as she looked at 
him, she thought within herself— " No ; he is too amiabh^" 
At length she could refrain no longer j and, as she passed, 
she puUed him by the coat: T0ttlcbew perceived it in an 
mstant,he looked at the girl and obicrved her wink to him, 
bat for what reason he knew not. However there could 
be riogreat harm in hearing whjtt she had to say- He ac- 
cordingly withdrew liuder j)retext of taking a fittb fresh 
air. " She wik; already ifei^mg for him at the door of the 
kitchen ; shebeBtaned toHim to go Into th6 yard, ibllbw-' 
ed him in. haste and agitation", and thu$ nddreiied hi«i : 

*• For. 0od*s sake, 3ir^ take care of yourself— you are 
not-amtmg'^wcBt' ^hoiiest.':pC(i|>1e:-.as':yoir'iina^^ ''■Th^j. 
know you liave money with you ; tiiey intend, to-night, 
to rob you, and not only that, but also to take your life; 
and for this purpose they have already sent For asrii'jtance. 
JBe on your guard; but, for Gwdssake,do not betray nje. 
if they perceive I have given you warning, it will cost me 
jny life, that I am sure of ; but yet I could not for my 
^UJ, sufier so brave an officer, and so fme ft gentlemau tt> 
^■ftut aff m hi? sms; and i»'W9 j>nm^'* 



This _ address, as may easily be conceived,made 9 deep 
impression on Tottleben. A man of ordinary understand- 
ing would have immediately sought the means ofesa^t 
by flight. A presence of mind, almost incredible, inspired 
him on the spot with a very different idea. 

The maid wa? about to retire, when he quickly drew 
her back by the arm, 

'• One word more, my girl/' said he, "does your master 
live on good terms with his v/ife ?' 

" Yei — ou the best,'* was the reply. 

** Does he really and truly love her ?** 

" Almost as his own life/' 

« Very w^ell ; nos you may go : if I escape, your fortune 
will be made; if I ^i&^ your warning shall die with me/* 

The girl flew to the kitchi^n, and thli count returned to 
the public room. Not a look betrayed him^ his tone and 
temper were just ihe same as before ; or, at least, so they 
appeared. He even ordered snpper to be laid below, and 
would not sit down to it except on condition that his kind 
host and hostess would partake of it with him. He am* 
cealed his suspicions under the disguise of afFabiiity* 

After supper, he ordered his servant to bring a box that 
was stilllocked iu the chaise ; 

*' There is not much in it," said he to the host ; ** it 
contains, perhaps, two hundred ruble5, wliich are to carry 
me to Petersburghj I ihould wish good care ixy^ be taken 
of them— and where can they be suier than in your hands ? 
In eight weeks, when I returii, I hope it will be hea-^ier 
with gold than it is now with silver. Then, I shall cer- 
tainly call here again; and if, as I hope, my little godson 
has found his way irsto the world, will bring a preiient of 
at least fifty rubfo for him.'* 

This declaration called forth a thousand thanks; and 
the landlord promise! to kee;> t^:e bax all night en- 
der his pillow. He immediately prepared to retire to 
bed, and the landlord to liriht him to hi:; chantber. 

^^Do you know, Mudani,** said Tottltben, laughing, to 
his hostess, **that this lighting is a job which I {iad 
much rather you should perorni. But, joking asid«, Jim. 
so superstitious as to fancy, thstt I always sle^^p as well 
again when a handsome woman shows me'to my bed, th^ 
when a man attends me.** 

At this proposal th^ «*oman looked rather strange, and 
showed no great inclination to petfcrm the oSce. The 
count ftiil continued his jocular strain, put th« candle 
into her band, and took hohl of her arm, ob^ivmg, tisat 
.she ought not to refnse the fixture godfather of her child 
suchatriBinggratifieation, and that she might take the 
conjujral projector of her house along '.vith her. By these 
means, and other reprcientations of a similar kind, he at 
length prevailed upon her to accompany him, followed by 
her hiiy!)and. They now entered the cliaraber : Bere I1)t- 
tleben himself, as soan as he had alighted from his car^ 
ria^e, had hung upon a nail a double barreibd csrbthe, 
full charged with ball, and which he always carried with 
him when he travelled. He took good care not to cast s^ 
look at it before the proper lime; but while theJ wouiau 
was setting the candle on a table near the windo^i when 
she was just going to wish him good i?ight,he<jaick}^1^k 
down the weapon, and stepped btill more hastiljls^^^i^en 
the landlord and lii^ wife. In a voice that siiddet^j^Sii'd 
from jest and laughter, to the sternest tone eff eommand, 
he;crie<i — ::'] 

** No, my good woman ; we are not |^om^' to |yarfc from 
each other so abruptly. On this cfiain at that table, you 
must sit down and pass the ni|h3E in^^Biy company ; y^nr 
honor, I swear to you, ^mtl m^ "'no rbk ; ^ 
:slightest noise at thQ door 'of Ife'cr^ajSiber, nnlfeiaa^'^p.^ 
position on your part,;,t^r^'e!^5eiit;ftttack:n|*m^ 
three., balls Vith ^ich' ■■esch'of''th€se'ban*s^''l$. I'fc^^d* 
shall dispatch you and your infant at once— thl.?I &^ma\\y 
^svrear.';* _'.'. ^ \ ^ _ _. , 

The landlord and his wife would sooner have expected 
the dissolution of nature than such an address; both, 
were silent for a minute, and then did all they could to 
dissuade hi;n from his resolution. At length, finding>that 
nothing availed, the husband threatened to repel forp« 
with force, and to call his people to his assistance. X^ 
tl&ben^ presence of mind did not forsake him. 
^ '** J baTeno donbt^ Sir," %M h&| '^ t-ha^ yow hftY9p3it;f 
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cfpf^ople nnd assistance ot bnml; Imt tl;ey are not so ne^r 
Pti to re cue yoi;r wife tVoni (JetUh. U but a doj^ ai)- 
protichet;, if but a hand is raised against nie^ I m\\ blow 
out lier brains. Bt^sides the two l)arre!s of my carbine, I 
have bere a pair ofpocket pistols, capable of dojui; excel- 
lent service, I may be o\erpo\vered, ] confess, but, at 
least, three or foiu' men shall accompany me, ant! that 
charming woman shall i^o fir.^t to bhov.' us tiic way. Tins 
is my mode in many imblic luniscs ; if you do not like it I 
am exrrrmely sorry; but take cart and let my horses be 
fed, and put to my carriage very eaily in the morning. — ■ 
Now legonc without delay — this is, to-night, my apart- 
ment/' 

ViHains commonly lose their courage wlien they have 
true resolution to deal with. Such was the case in the 
piesent instance. The woman sat down, and the man 
withdrew. In this cxtrao?'dinary situation the remaining 
couple passed the night. Tottleben, seated at the table 
just opposite the hostess, s[)ent tiic hours in reading and 
writing as well as lie could. At the same time he kept 
his carbine on his arn; ready to lire. At the least noise 
that was nuule in the lionse during Ihe night, the poor 
woman immediately treu)bled like a criminal at the bar, 
entreating him not to be too hasty, and assuring him that 
nothing should happen to him. hi i'act, during; tlie whole 
night, not a foot was heard approacldng tlie chamber of 
the coinit. At the break of day came Tottleben's ser- 
vant ; before he was half upstairs, he called out to let his 
master know who he was : he brought the box conunittcd 
the preceding evening to the custody of the landlord, the 
count's breakfast, and a bill with veiy moderate charges. 
The count presented the first cup of coffee to his fair com- 
panion ; and after she had done it, he took the rest quite 
at his ease. When he was informed that every thing was 
ready for his departure, lie thanked the hostess for her 
good company, and begged her to favour him with it to 
the carriage. He then conducted hei- down staii-.s as p/)- 



litcly as If she had been the first lady ofthe court. At the 
house door he stopped, and inquired for the servant 
m dd, whom he had seen the evening before, and whom he 
accurately described. She advanced, trembling, from a 
corner. All the suspicions of the landlord bad already 
fallen on lier; already he had, as she afterwards related, 
projuised, witii tliemost tremendous imprecations, to give 
her a suitable reward as soon as the danger was over. — 
When Tottleben saw her by day-light^ and looked at her 
more narrowly, he t)l)aerved that she was a delicate, ele- 
gant girl. He threw her a full purse — 

** Take that,'* yaid he, *' and if you are determined to 
remain here, buy yourself a husband with it ; but if you 
are afraid to remain with your master, come along with 
me; I will answer for your success, and I swear that I will 
provide for you as long as you live." 

The girl sprang into the carrriage, leaving behind her 
every thing she possessed, which probably, indeed, was of 
no great value. The count took leave of his fair hostess, 
begging her not to forget that he was to be godfather ; he 
requested a kiss at parting, and then continued his 
journey. 

He was afterwards informed by his servant, who slept 
in the ]:>ublic-room, that about midnight three robust 
fellows softly cntend the house, went into another room, 
and, after a long conversation with the landlord, sneaked 
away again. The girl, who had been almost a year in the 
house, related, that during that time, two strangers, who 
had put up thcr(% had disappeared, she knew not how. — ■ 
At the next town, the count acquainted the magistrates 
with tlic Mhole ixifnir. Soldiers were immediately cUn-' 
patched, but they could not, or would notj find either the 
host or hostess. At the same place, Tottleben provided 
bis female deliverer with decent apparel. She continued 
bis companion in travel, and at length, when the seven 
years w.iv callc.? him into a<'tive service, ho married her, 
-'iud s ttlcd vpo\i her a cousidcDble pro[)erty. 




GOLDSMITH'S PIOUSE. 



The village of Auburn, once the residence of Oliver meath, about seven miles from Athlone, on the high road 
Goldsmith, or at least the scene of his youthful days, and leading to Ballymahon ; and, thoui^ii time has caused 
which he has immortalizctl in bis beautiful p'X^m of the many alteration^, yet the principal features of the laijd» 
*• Deserted Village/' ?6 situated in the county of -W^st- i ecapo are the urna^, und wany of the i>c§ne6 AUjj>CA'ii»eii Jjy 



